CONCLUSION

of a Baltic blockade the northern sailing route would
become of even greater importance than in time of peace.
However, in the policy of self-sufficiency, the new finds
of metal at Taimyr play the biggest part. So the peaceful
scientist works on in the Arctic, as he does in every other
part of the civilised world, to make a coining war as
effective as possible.

Luckily, we who are young let neither our work nor
our happiness be disturbed by the thought of the war
which is apparently being prepared for us in the capi-
tals of Europe. Youth has the same instinctive attitude
as the ant, which comes running with new building-
materials when a kick has scattered its community. This
optimism leads us to follow in the footsteps of the
old Arctic explorers. We desire to make this part of
the world subject to us also, and we take part in modern
exploration with all the experience which earlier genera-
tions have given us, and with the help of all the miraculous
technical knowledge of our own day, in the hope that our
work will prove of value to our successors.
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